SESSION 4
The Heart of
Christian Education







SoledadiCanyoniR
SoledadiCanyor
=

29giistS
re

or . =
TheJuice Joint\lz

ardedlllady Pub-

On theS;p;
minique

AL ®
oy

EUrope
ki Cartig

and/Canyon

terinary

. E L -
‘,J £ Mandan St
é e -

|

2

\EX:! X
T NS
Clar.agRivie ralir| e i 3 1 taNC | aTawR
her D
Lather Santasclagasii

anasRivembil




- el T R

- e S X . =
Semnte Clera R e Senie Gl [RIVEr 0] Samvt-aGla‘r-aR‘imerTlnl =
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THE HIGH CALLING OF A TEACHER

James 3:1
Matthew 12:36
Luke 6:40



T AKE CARE WHAT YOU DO BEFORE A CHILD. IT IS A TRUE
PROVERB, "WHO SINS BEFORE A CHILD, SINS DOUBLE.”
STRIVE RATHER TO BE A LIVING EPISTLE OF CHRIST, SUCH
AS YOUR FAMILIES CAN READ, AND THAT PLAINLY T0O. BE
AN EXAMPLE OF REVERENCE FOR THE WORD oF Gop,
REVERENCE IN PRAYER, REVERENCE FOR MEANS OF
GRACE, REVERENCE FOR THE LORD'S DAY...
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...BE AN EXAMPLE IN WORDS, IN TEMPER, IN DILIGENCE, IN
TEMPERANCE, IN FAITH, IN CHARITY, IN KINDNESS, IN HUMILITY.

THINK NOT THAT YOUR CHILDREN WILL PRACTICE WHAT THEY
DO NOT SEE YOU DO. YOU ARE THEIR MODEL PICTURE,

AND THEY WILL COPY WHAT YOU ARE.

b b



... YOUR REASONING AND YOUR LECTURING, YOUR WISE
COMMANDS AND YOUR GOOD ADVICE, ALL THIS THEY MAY
NOT UNDERSTAND, BUT THEY UNDERSTAND YOUR LIFE.

J. C. RyLE, THE DUTIES oF PARENTS

b b



THE HIGH CALLING OF A TEACHER

The Lord crafts those
whom He calls!






THE HISTORY OF OUR COMMISSION

Christian Education
Began in the Garden!



“ I will put enmity between you and

the woman, and between your seed
and her seed; He shall bruise you
on the head, and you shall bruise
Him on the heel.

~ Genesis 3:15 ,,




THE HISTORY OF OUR COMMISSION

Christian Education cost
more than a cookbook...



THE HISTORY OF OUR COMMISSION

Christian Education cost
more than a cookbook...
[t cost the death of
Jesus, the Son of God!



Go therefore and make disciples of
all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I commanded you.

~ Matthew 28:19-20 , ,
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A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE

“Education” = “Discipline” = “Discipleship” is all part of Spiritual Formation

Old Testament
a) 51 (n - musar)in OT - “discipline,” “correction,” or “instruction”
b) 40 (v - yasar) in OT - “to discipline,” “to chasten,” or “to instruct”
= Deuteronomy 4:36-37; 8:5; 11:1-2
= Proverbs 1:2,3,7,8;3:11-12; 4:1, 13; 9:7; etc...
New Testament
a) 6 (n-paideia): “discipline,” or “training”
b) 13 (v-paideuo): “to discipline,” “to instruct,” “to educate”
*paideia is where we get the term pedagogy



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IS ULTIMATELY NOT
A HUMAN RESPONSE TO HUMAN NEED.
CHRISTIAN EDpucaTION 1S THE CHURCH'S
PRIVILEGED PARTICIPATION
IN THE PLAN AND PURPOSES OF THE TRIUNE GOD.

b )




THE END THEN OF LEARNING IS TO REPAIR THE

RUINS OF OUR FIRST PARENTS BY REGAINING TO

KNOW (GOD ARIGHT, AND OUT OF THAT KNOWLEDGE
TO LOVE HiM, To IMITATE HiM, To BE LIKE Him!

Joun Mirton (1608-1674)




ALL THE DESIGNS OF GOD'S EFFECTUAL GRACE,

ARE SUITED UNTO AND PREPARED FOR THIS ONE END,
NAMELY, TO RECOVER THE AFFECTIONS OF MAN...

...UNTO HiMSELF!

JouN OWEN




WHAT IF EDUCATION WASN'T FIRST AND FOREMOST
ABOUT WHAT WE KNOW, BUT ABOUT WHAT WE LOVE?

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION [IS] A FORMATIVE
RATHER THAN JUST AN INFORMATIVE PROJECT.

JaMEs K.A. SmiTH, DESIRING THE KINGDOM

b b



SO DISCIPLESHIP IS MORE A MATTER OF HUNGERING AND
THIRSTING THAN OF KNOWING AND BELIEVING.

HE 1S A TEACHER WHO INVADES THE HEATED,
PASSIONATE REGIONS OF THE HEART.

JaMEes K.A. SmitH, You ARE WHAT You Love

b b



Sin has always been the opportunity of
salvation... The educational treatment of the
moral crisis thus becomes part of the
curriculum... The most important opportunities
come at the inconvenient times, often interfering
with the program, so the question recurs, shall
we stick to the program or educate the
children?

T.G. Soares, Religious Education
(Chicago, IL: The University of Chicago Press, 1928), 181-205.
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_ | BEHAVIORAL CONSTITUTION

Words
Works
Values
Beliefs

Conscience

Heart
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“ These words, which I am

commanding you today, shall be
on your heart. You shall teach
them diligently to your sons...

~ Deuteronomy 6:6-7 ,,
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A TASK ENTRUSTED TO ONE
AS AN AGENT FOR ANOTHER



The heart of the Commissioned...
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The heart of the Comumissioned...

1. Sees more than what others believe is real
2. Loves more than what others believe is safe
3. Prays for more than what others believe is possible
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) g 8 ) =

Sees more than what others believe is real

Loves more than what others believe is safe

Prays for more than what others believe is possible
Sacrifices more than what others believe is wise
Serves more for God's glory than personal gain



The heart of the Commissioned...
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Sees more than what others believe is real

Loves more than what others believe is safe

Prays for more than what others believe is possible
Sacrifices more than what others believe is wise
Serves more for God's glory than personal gain

... like Jesus



Christopher Dock
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WHERE THE LORD DOES NOT HELP TO BUILD THE HOUSE,
THOSE WHO BUILD THEREAT WILL ALL WORK IN VAIN...

(GOD ALONE THROUGH THE STRENGTH OF HIS HoLy SPIRIT

MUST GIVE US THE BLESSING.




I HAVE NOTHING TO CLAIM FOR MYSELF IN THE
SLIGHTEST. I CONSIDER IT AN ENTIRELY UNDESERVED
MERCY OF GOD, IF THERE IS ANYTHING HEREIN FRUITFUL
ACCOMPLISHED BETWEEN MYSELF AND THE YOUNG,
WHETHER IN LEARNING OR THE EXERCISES OF PIETY.

b b




IN THE FIRST PLACE I HAVE TO THANK THE DEAR LORD
HEARTILY THAT AFTER I HAVE BEEN DEDICATED BY HiM
TO THIS CALLING, HE HAS ALSO GIVEN ME THE MERCY
THAT I HAVE AN ESPECIAL LOVE FOR THE YOUNG.

WERE IT NOT FOR THIS LOVE,

IT WOULD BE AN UNBEARABLE BURDEN!

b b



WHEN THE LORD JESUS CAME TO SEEK AND SAVE THE
LOST, CALLED THE CHILDREN, ESPECIALLY OUT OF LOVE, TO
HIMSELF, BLESSED THEM, EMBRACED THEM AND PROMISED

THEM THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

THEREFORE, IT CANNOT TURN OUT WELL WITH
OURSELVES IF WE ACT TYRANNICALLY WITH THEM!

b b



THE FIRST AND MOST NECESSARY MEANS IS A HEARTFELT
AND FERVENT PRAYER TO Gop!

WitHouT HIS MERCY AND PLEASURE ALL OUR DOING IS
IN VAIN, BUT WHILE THIS IS MY PURPOSE I FIND MYSELF
IMPELLED TO DO IT SIMPLY AND ALONE TO THE PRAISE OF

(GoD, AND TO THE HONOR OF His HoLY NAME!

CHRISTOPHER Dock
ScHooL MANAGEMENT, 1750
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“Therefore, we are ambassadors

for Christ, as though God were
making an appeal through us;
we beg you on behalf of Christ,

be reconciled to God.
~ 2 Corinthians 5:20 ,,




